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Every day struggling students stay the course.  They ask 
for help, tap into all available resources, and keep on
trying. They go to class, get to know their professors, 
and make their needs known.  

You can do it too. Being worried you won’t make it 
through college is normal. But by getting your degree you 
can help fix this broken system and make it better for 
the people who come after you – your family, your 
community, and your country.

40%
OF STUDENTS ARE 

WORKING 30 HOURS  
OR MORE PER WEEK

Being a parent is hard, and 
being a parent and a  
student is even tougher.   
One in four students is  
doing it every day. 
(tinyurl.com/StudentParents)

3 in 4
STUDENTS 

EXPERIENCE UNMET 
FINANCIAL NEED

ALMOST

TODAY’S COLLEGE STUDENTS

Sometimes you find 
yourself hungry and 

struggling to pay the 
rent, trying to go 
to college without 
knowing if your 
basic needs are 
going to be met.  An 
estimated half of 

all college students 
experience those 

challenges at some point. 
              (tinyurl.com/Hungry-HomelessinCollege)

50%
OF STUDENTS 

EXPERIENCE FOOD 
AND/OR HOUSING 

INSECURITY

26%
OF STUDENTS 
ARE PARENTS

Today’s college students are dealing with issues that in the past students 
didn’t face. Some of these stories are shared in Unlikely, but there are 
millions of students across the country with their own unlikely story.

Maybe you’re working, spending more time on 
the job than in school.  Almost 3 in 4 students 
work, and many others are trying to find work. 
(tinyurl.com/WorkingStudents)

The financial aid 
came in but wasn’t
enough to cover tuition? 
Most students face unmet 
financial need, and make 
hard tradeoffs every day. 
(tinyurl.com/FinancialNeed)


